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A  P U B L I C AT I O N  O F  T H E  M I N N E S O TA  B A P T I S T  A S S O C I AT I O N  

MBA LADIES 
RETREAT 2020 

The 2020 MBA Ladies Retreat 
is fast approaching. Sherri 
Holloway, author and Bible 
teacher, will be sharing from 
Romans 12 on “Simply Living.” 
We hope you can invite your 
friends and join us April 3-4 at 
Sheraton West in Minnetonka.  

Details and registration info at 
www.mbaoc.org 

TITLE 
by Author Name 
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur 
adipiscing elit. Ut eget nisl orci, id 
consequat dolor. Aliquam tincidunt 
accumsan mauris, et placerat nibh congue 
in. Ut pulvinar turpis lorem. Donec eleifend 
tincidunt lacus eget euismod. Proin ut 
lacus in nibh pretium placerat. Nullam nec 
tincidunt mauris. Morbi faucibus pulvinar 
lobortis. In hac habitasse platea dictumst. 
Phasellus mollis, nisl ut luctus faucibus, elit 
dui pretium sapien, vel dictum eros nunc at 
quam. Nullam iaculis laoreet magna non 
blandit. Etiam ipsum nulla, elementum 
quis bibendum hendrerit, pulvinar nec 
lorem. 
Ut non arcu leo. Etiam vitae ligula vel dolor 
rutrum hendrerit. Nam a orci ipsum. 
Aenean pretium posuere quam vitae 
pulvinar. Pellentesque lacinia nisl a nibh 
pellentesque aliquet tempor magna 
pulvinar. Mauris malesuada ipsum quis 
odio ultrices pulvinar. Fusce est erat, 
faucibus ut mattis a, convallis at risus. 
Vivamus venenatis tempus laoreet. Nulla 
nec feugiat enim.  
In ut ultrices ante. Maecenas rhoncus orci 
eu orci consectetur varius. Integer laoreet 
sodales convallis. Class aptent taciti 
sociosqu ad litora torquent per conubia 
nostra, per inceptos himenaeos. In dapibus 

Cost—$85 (lodging not included)    NO REFUNDS
Book your room at the hotel by March 12th to ensure a rate discount "MBA Ladies"
Registration Deadline—Forms and money must be postmarked by March 16th 

Online Registration is also available   
Need more information? Find us at... 

facebook.com/groups/MBA.Ladies   or   http://www.mbaoc.org/for-women.html

APRIL 3-4

Simply Living

Minnesota Baptist Association
 Ladies Retreat 2020

Sherrie Holloway
Author, For the Love of God

A Study of Romans 12

MINNESOTA BAPTIST ASSOCIATION      ANNUAL MEETING

Evangelizing your Neighborhood  
with Dr. & Mrs. Dean Taylor 

Monday & Tuesday, June 22-23, 2020

Faith Baptist Bible College & Seminary, Ankeny, IA

Hosted by:  Grace Baptist Church    
705 S 3rd Ave W, Virginia, MN 55792  

Pastor Todd Williamson

Grace Baptist Church 
Virginia

FROM THE OFFICERS OF THE MINNESOTA BAPTIST ASSOCIATION  
MBA PRESIDENT   VICE PRESIDENT  
Pastor Rich Riley   Dr. Robert J. Fuller, Jr. 

MBA SECRETARY   MBA TREASURER  
Pastor Todd Williamson Pastor Phil Siefkes 
  705 S. 3rd Ave.     c/o Calvary Baptist Church 
  Virginia, MN 55792    420 4th Ave SE  Sleepy Eye, Mn 56085 
  Cell: 612-251-6005    Cell: 507-240-1521 
  pastortwillie@gmail.com    psiefkes@gmail.com  

NORTH STAR PUBLISHING & DISTRIBUTION  
Pastor Micah Tanis   mjtanis@gmail.com 

www.mbaoc.org
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MBA PASTORS & WIVES RETREAT 
Berean Baptist Church 

8825 West Broadway  Brooklyn Park, MN 55445 
April 13-14, 2020 

Registration: Monday, 12Noon    Cost:  $30/couple; $15/single 
Hotel reservations @ Hampton Inn, 9740 West Broadway, Brooklyn Park 

(763)567-7990 request “MBA Retreat” discount 

Special Speaker:  Dr. James Tuorila, Surgeon General for the VFW of MN 
“The Impact of War & Trauma on Veterans and Their Families” 

Music Concert Monday 7PM:  Forever Be Sure 
Tuesday, 9AM - lunch at noon 

RSVP by March 13th to cary.nan77@gmail.com or call (763)221-1039

God’s Grace in  
Small Churches 

By Shad Vork 
Not long ago, a small Twin Cities’ church made 
the headlines of the Pioneer Press. It was an 
assembly of about 30 members, the vast 
majority being senior citizens. The leadership 

overseeing the church, which happened to be from a different congregation, 
decided this first church needed a restart. Essentially, they told all the older people 
to find other places to worship for at least a year or so while the church restarted 
targeting young people.  As you can imagine, the congregation was not happy with 
the leadership’s decision. 

This particular article reminded me of Grace Baptist Church of Stillwater when 
the Lord led our family here in 2008. At that time, we also had about 30 attending 
on Sunday morning. Most of our congregation was made up of seniors, a couple 
families with young children, and some young adults. I remember praying and 
brainstorming about ways to grow this church.        continued…

A little background might help. Grace Baptist was planted in 1978 by Lenard 
Huebscher who happens to be my father-in-law. Most MBA churches are small, 
and this one fits the mold. Our auditorium could fit about 100 tightly. Over its 
history, the church had a number of ups and downs, even reaching a high 
attendance of 100 at one point. When we arrived, it was at a low point. I do not 
see that as a reflection on the leadership so much as just a part of the ebb and flow 
of ministry. In reality, I would have to say that I followed a faithful and loving 
shepherd who built a solid foundation of gospel work in our community. To this 
day, I still run into people who were at some point touched by Pastor Huebscher 
or Grace Baptist. 

So coming back to 
2008, I found myself 
at first attempting to 
create ministry to 
a p p e a l t o y o u n g 
families who were 
not in our church. 
Somewhere along 

the way, the Lord changed my thinking such that we tried to focus ministry upon 
those whom the Lord had already given us. We were doing evangelism, but we 
needed to do better at discipleship. Our ministry in those first years here was 
strong on young adults and on seniors, and I believe the Lord used that over time 
and by His grace to rebuild us into a much healthier church. I have been bi-
vocational for my entire tenure in Stillwater, and I see that as a mostly good thing. 
Thankfully, the church now supports me nearly full-time, but I see the bi-
vocational model more and more in churches like ours. Working in the 
community has given me many opportunities for outreach.  Our early financial 
needs prompted a couple MBA churches to step up and help. One gave a 
significant financial donation when the budget was tight. The other paid for my 
family’s health insurance for the first year, and over the next several years sent 
two work groups to help with facility improvements. Both churches were a 
tremendous help and encouragement to our entire church family. 

I am glad we did not kick the older people out or write them off. They have 
been a vital part of our ministry. I hope we keep loving all the saints for as long as 
the Lord has us here. We are still small, but I’m convinced God is pleased with 
small churches and is accomplishing so much of His work through multitudes of 
them throughout the world. In closing, I am reminded of Psalm 127:1, “Unless the 
LORD builds the house, those who build it labor in vain…”
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